
 
Potassium chlorate was very popular with the radical underground. It can be used to make a wide variety of explosives and incendiaries, some 
of them extremely dangerous to handle. The radicals lost several people that way. But, don't worry. I am not going to try to protect you from 
yourself. I have decided to tell all. I will have more to say about Potassium chlorate, but for now, let's look at a couple of interesting electric 
fuses. 
 

PEROXYACETONE 
PEROXYACETONE IS EXTREMELY FLAMMABLE AND HAS BEEN REPORTED TO BE SHOCK SENSITIVE 
 
MATERIALS: 
• 4 mL Acetone 
• 4 mL 30% Hydrogen Peroxide 
• 4 drops Conc. Hydrochloric Acid 
• 150 mm Test Tube 
 
Add 4 mL acetone and 4 mL hydrogen peroxide to the test tube. Then add 4 drops concentrated hydrochloric acid. In 10-20 minutes a white 
solid should begin to appear. If no change is observed, warm the test tube in a water bath at 40øC. Allow the reaction to continue for two 
hours. Swirl the slurry and filter it. Leave out on filter paper to dry for at least two hours. To ignite, light a candle tied to a meter stick and light it 
(while staying at least a meter away). 
 
I would like to give credit to a book by shakashari entitled "Chemical demonstrations" for a few of the precise amounts of chemicals in some 
experiments. 
 

THE CHEMIST'S CORNER #2:  
HOUSEHOLD CHEMICALS, BY ZAPHOD BEEBLEBROX/MPG 

This article deals with instructions on how to do some interesting experiments with common household chemicals. Some may or may not work 
depending on the concentration of certain chemicals in different areas and brands. I would suggest that the person doing these experiments 
have some knowledge of chemistry, especially for the more dangerous experiments. 
 
I am not responsible for any injury or damage caused by people using this information. It is provided for use by people knowledgeable in 
chemistry who are interested in such experiments and can safely handle such experiments. 
 
I.  A LIST OF HOUSEHOLD CHEMICALS AND THEIR COMPOSITION 
 
VINEGAR: 3-5% ACETIC ACID              BAKING SODA: SODIUM BICARBONATE 
DRAIN CLEANERS: SODIUM HYDROXIDE       SANI-FLUSH: 75% SODIUM BISULFATE 
AMMONIA WATER: AMMONIUM HYDROXIDE      CITRUS FRUIT: CITRIC ACID 
TABLE SALT: SODIUM CHLORIDE            SUGAR: SUCROSE 
MILK OF MAGNESIA: MAGNESIUM HYDROXIDE  TINCTURE OF IODINE: 4% IODINE 
RUBBING ALCOHOL: 70% OR 99% (DEPENDS ON BRAND) ISOPROPYL ALCOHOL (DO NOT DRINK!) 
 

GENERATING CHLORINE GAS 
This is slightly more dangerous than the other two experiments, so you should know what you're doing before you try this... 
 
Ever wonder why ammonia bottles always say 'do not mix with chlorine bleach', and visa-versa? That's because if you mix ammonia water 
with Ajax or something like it, it will give off chlorine gas. To capture it, get a large bottle and put Ajax in the bottom. Then pour some ammonia 
down into the bottle. Since the chlorine is heavier than air, it will stay down in there unless you use large amounts of either Ajax or ammonia 
(don't!). 
 

CHLORINE + TURPENTINE 
Take a small cloth or rag and soak it in turpentine. Quickly drop it into the bottle of chlorine. It should give off a lot of black smoke and probably 
start burning... 
 

GENERATING HYDROGEN GAS 
To generate hydrogen, all you need is an acid and a metal that will react with that acid.  Try vinegar (acetic acid) with zinc, aluminum, 
magnesium, etc. You can collect hydrogen in something if you note that it is lighter than air....  light a small amount and it burns with a small 
*pop*. 
 
Another way of creating hydrogen is by the electrolysis of water. This involve separating water (H2O) into hydrogen and oxygen by an 
electric current. To do this, you need a 6-12 volt battery (or a DC transformer), two test tubes, a large bowl, two carbon electrodes (take them 
out of an unworking 6-12 volt battery), and table salt. Dissolve the salt in a large bowl full of water. Submerge the two test tubes in the water 
and put the electrodes inside them, with the mouth of the tube aiming down. Connect the battery to some wire going down to the electrodes. 
 


