
a one would use a plastic spoon and a wooden salad bowl. Taking a small pile at a time, he or she would apply pressure to the powder 
through the spoon and rub it in a series of strokes or circles, but not too hard. It is fine enough to use when it is about as fine as flour. The 
fineness, however, is dependent on what type of device one wishes to make; obviously, it would be impractical to crush enough powder to fill 
a 1 foot by 4 inch radius pipe. Any adult can purchase black powder, since anyone can own black powder firearms in the United States.  
 
PYRODEX 
 
Pyrodex is a synthetic powder that is used like black powder. It comes in the same grades, but it is more expensive per pound. However, a 
one pound container of pyrodex contains more material by volume than a pound of black powder. It is much easier to crush to a very fine 
powder than black powder, and it is considerably safer and more reliable. This is because it will not be set off by static electricity, as black can 
be, and it is less inclined to absorb moisture. It costs about $10.00 per pound. It can be crushed in the same manner as black powder, or it can 
be dissolved in boiling water and dried. 
 
 
ROCKET ENGINE POWDER 
 
One of the most exciting hobbies nowadays is model rocketry. Estes is the largest producer of model rocket kits and engines. Rocket engines 
are composed of a single large grain of propellant. This grain is surrounded by a fairly heavy cardboard tubing. One gets the propellant by 
slitting the tube length- wise, and unwrapping it like a paper towel roll. When this is done, the gray fire clay at either end of the propellant grain 
must be removed. This is usually done gently with a plastic or brass knife. The material is exceptionally hard, and must be crushed to be used. 
By gripping the grain in the widest setting on a set of pliers, and putting the grain and powder in a plastic bag, the powder will not break apart 
and shatter all over. This should be done to all the large chunks of powder, and then it should be crushed like black powder. Rocket engines 
come in various sizes, ranging from 1/4 A-2T to the incredibly powerful D engines. The larger the engine, the more expensive. D engines come 
in packages of three, and cost about $5.00 per package. Rocket engines are perhaps the single most useful item sold in stores to a terrorist, 
since they can be used as is, or can be cannibalized for their explosive powder. 
 
                        
RIFLE/SHOTGUN POWDER 
 
Rifle powder and shotgun powder are really the same from a practical standpoint. They are both nitrocellulose based propellants. They will be 
referred to as gunpowder in all future references. Smokeless gunpowder is made by the action of concentrated nitric and sulfuric acid upon 
cotton or some other cellulose material. This material is then dissolved by solvents and then reformed in the desired grain size.  When dealing 
with smokeless gunpowder, the grain size is not nearly as important as that of black powder. Both large and small grained smokeless powder 
burn fairly slowly compared to black powder when unconfined, but when it is confined, gunpowder burns both hotter and with more gaseous 
expansion, producing more pressure. Therefore, the grinding process that is often necessary for other propellants is not necessary for 
smokeless powder. Powder costs about $9.00 per pound. In most states any citizen with a valid driver's license can buy it, since there are 
currently few restrictions on rifles or shotguns in the US There are now ID checks in many states when purchasing powder at a retail outlet. 
Mail-orders aren't subject to such checks.  Rifle powder and pyrodex may be purchased by mail order, but UPS charges will be high, due to 
DOT regulations on packaging. 
 
 
186.Lockpicking III                                                   by Exodus 
 
If it becomes necessary to pick a lock to enter a lab, the world's most effective lockpick is dynamite, followed by a sledgehammer. There are 
unfortunately, problems with noise and excess structural damage with these methods. The next best thing, however, is a set of professional 
lockpicks. 
 
These, unfortunately, are difficult to acquire. If the door to a lab is locked, but the deadbolt is not engaged, then there are other possibilities. The 
rule here is: if one can see the latch, one can open the door. There are several devices which facilitate freeing the latch from its hole in the 
wall. Dental tools, stiff wire ( 20 gauge ), specially bent aluminum from cans, thin pocket knives, and credit cards are the tools of the trade. The 
way that all these tools and devices are uses is similar: pull, push, or otherwise move the latch out of its recess in the wall, thus allowing the 
door to open. This is done by sliding whatever tool that you are using behind the latch, and forcing the latch back into the door.  
 
Most modern doorknob locks have two fingers. The larger finger holds the door closed while the second (smaller) finger only prevents the first 
finger from being pressed in when it (the second finger) is pressed in by the catchplate of the door. If you can separate the catch plate and 
the lock sufficiently far, the second finger will slip out enough to permit the first finger to be slipped. 
 
(Ill. 2.11)       ___ 
                 |   }   < 
   Small   ->   (|   }   <--- The large (first) finger 
   second        |___}   < 
   finger 
 
Some methods for getting through locked doors are: 
 


